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WELCOME!
  

Welcome to your Friends Church North Carolina Newsletter!

This is a monthly e-newsletter dedicated to keeping you up to date

on current events within FCNC.

We strive to highlight topics of interest such as announcements,

who/what we support, recent activities, upcoming events etc.

How can you help?

Let us know if you have information that falls into these categories

at an FCNC level. Email information, pictures or ideas to our Social

Media Coordinator,

Jenny Gullion at: jenny@friendschurchnc.org

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


"WE NEED NO MASS FOR TO TEACH US, AND WE NEED NOT
YOUR COMMON PRAYER, FOR THE SPIRIT THAT GAVE
FORTH THE SCRIPTURES TEACHETH US HOW TO PRAY,

SING, FAST AND TO GIVE THANKS. THE TRUE FAITH
CHANGETH NOT, WHICH IS THE GIFT OF GOD, AND A

MYSTERY HELD IN A PURE CONSCIENCE.”
 -ALEXANDER PARKER

(SEVENTEENTH CENTURY)

DEVOTIONAL
QUOTES

Quotes by Quakers

A Word of Devotion: 

continued on next page

By: Various 

The below quotes were taken
 from a post published by

 David K. Hobson
 from Rocky Rivers Meeting



“Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone's face? Did I say words
of healing? Did I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I forgive? Did I love?'
These are the real questions. I must trust that the little bit of love that I sow

now will be many fruits, here in this world and the life to come.”
 - Henri Nouwen

“One thing that I do believe is that Jesus taught us to extend love and withhold
judgment. I think the more we create opportunities for inter-visitation the more

we are creating a Christ-like fellowship. When we come to know people on a
personal level, we lose our stereotypical ideas and suspicions about them. We

learn to love one another for who we are, how we behave and how we make
others feel in our presence. When we develop a Friendship, what we think

“those people” believe loses its importance.” 
 --Lisa Stewart (Friends United Meeting, United States)

“Thinking on this as I retire tonight...
Churches today are tragically split between those who stress conversion but
have forgotten its goal, and those who emphasize Christian social action but
have forgotten the necessity of conversion. Today's converts need their eyes

opened to history as much as today's activists need their spirit opened to
conversion. But first, both need to recover the original meaning of conversion

to Jesus Christ and to his kingdom.” 
~ Jim Wallis

"Has a separation ever caused more people to hear the Gospel? Ever enlarged
the Church? Ever shown to the world more of the gentleness and meekness of

Christ? Has a separation ever caused the world to exclaim, `See how those
Christians love one another?”

- Jay Allen



jenny@friendschurchnc.org

Let us know at
If you have any announcements  

**Attention Committee Members** 
Don't forget to let us know if there is any upcoming dates we should add to our newsletter by the 20th of each month continued on next page

Upcoming Events:

Check out the next
few pages for more
information about

these events

Date TBD
Online Young Adult Bible Study

(college age to under 40)
For a brief description CLICK HERE:

To register CLICK HERE
(see flyer below)

September 20-23, 2024
SAVE THE DATE!

Kaleo Youth Workers Retreat
(See flyer below)  

August 30th 2024
USFW drawing competition deadline

(more info below)

August 9 -10 2024
FCNC 7th Annual Sessions

 

September 15th 2024
Singing For Shepherds

(more info below)

September 14th 2024
NC USFW Fall Gathering

******
 DEADLINE for registration

September 1st, 2024

September 13th 2024
Concord Friends Golf Tournament

*******
DEADLINE for registration

September 5th, 2024

The Book Room Online

CLICK HERE to check out the
online bookstore on  the

FCNC website. A great
resource for many friends

books! Online checkout is not
available yet, but hopefully

will be soon!!

mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org
https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/connect/unleashing-the-power
https://www.cognitoforms.com/FriendsUnitedMeeting/LivingIntoTheVirtueOfLifePowerAGospelOfJusticePeace
https://www.friendschurchnc.org/category/all-products


We received an e-mail announcing that Centre Friends is
looking for a full time Pastor and Youth pastor. Below is

a link to the job descriptions that will give interested
applicants a good idea of what Centre is looking for.

Prayerfully consider this and reach out to those that
may qualify, if the Lord should so lead. 

 Click HERE to visit FCNC website to read the Full job
description. 

 

In Search of a Pastor & Youth Pastor
for Centre Friends

Directory

There was recently a possible data
breech in our directory. Therefore
the password has been changed.
Please reach out to Paul Routh to

learn how to regain access.
paul@friendschurchnc.org

 Log in HERE

still available!

Announcements: 

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/job-descriptions
mailto:paul@friendschurchnc.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Ekk6sktBC-Wq4g8LPfEwMg1BbEBelCBkMlYco8lDTCvzBg/viewform










Dear Friends,

Our time in Belize has come to an end. And all I can say is . . . thank you.

I spent five years as the director of Friends United Meeting’s ministries in Belize and another six months there as a chaplain.
Through my family’s fundraising trips, our entry to Belize, the pandemic, the unexpected expansion of my family . . . through
changes at school, the growth of the church, and the humanitarian efforts of our community center . . . through trips to the
U.S.A. and your trips to Belize and changes in my job and ministry . . . through innumerable joys and concerns and the many
forms our ministry took . . . you were always there for me and for all of us Friends in Belize. You empowered all of it. Thank

you. As Oscar often says, “Thanks a million!”

As I leave Belize, the church is growing from week to week under the leadership of Oscar and Miriam Mmbali; the school has
just graduated the biggest class in several years, as our dear principal Frank Tench bids us farewell; and the center is

partnering with many other organizations with help from our own Athina Major! The Belize Friends community is
transitioning in many ways and though transitions are never completely smooth, I am leaving so impressed by the vision and

energy these leaders bring to our community. What more could I ask for?

FUMFUM
UPDATEUPDATE

CLICK HERE to read all of Nikki's final field staff newsletter.

From Belize City, Nikki Holland writes:

Dear Roger,

On behalf of Friends United Meeting, I wanted to express our heartfelt gratitude for your incredible donation. Your
support will make a significant impact on our organization's mission to promote peace, justice, and equality around the
world.

Your donation will be distributed among various funds, including Belize Friends School, Samburu Friends Mission, Cuba
General, Friends Theological College, Ramallah Friends School, Turkana Friends Mission, Africa General, Solidarity Fund,
Nikki Holland, and Lugulu Hospital. Each fund represents a unique cause that aligns with our vision of creating positive
change in communities worldwide.

We truly appreciate your thoughtful generosity. Your contribution will provide crucial resources, support education,
healthcare, and social initiatives, and empower individuals and communities.

Once again, thank you for your invaluable contribution. We are honored to have you as part of our Friends United Meeting
family.

Warm regards,
Kelly Kellum 
Friends United Meeting

https://mailchi.mp/friendsunitedmeeting/nikkih-july2024
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/YcFSUdERKoQDJr5H/


SOLITUDE

Quotes on “Personal
Cautions”:

SOME FRU I TS  OF  

Proverbs, Wisdom & Principles for Better Living
By: William Penn

296- Despise nobody, nor no condition; lest it come to be thine own.

297- Never rail nor taught. The one is rude, the other scornful, and both
evil.
 
300- Haste makes work which caution prevents.
 
304- It is well to cure, but better to prevent. The first shows more skill,
but the last more wisdom.
 
306- Refuse not to be informed: for that shows pride or stupidity.

308- Neither despise, nor oppose, what thou dost not understand. 

Excerpts from:



QUESTIONS

Checks and Balances: 

QU AK E R  

Taken from “Questions Quakers are Asking” 
By: Seth B. Hinshaw

As indicated elsewhere in these studies, no one is infallible. Individuals,
both inside and outside the society of friends, have tried to justify conduct
incompatible with the teachings of Jesus. Checks and balances are
needed. Friends have been wise in selecting such tests:
 
1. Reasonableness and Clear Thinking:
The possibility of being mistaken is ever with us, and our Quaker honesty
keeps us searching diligently for the truth. 

2. The Bible:
When something is not in keeping with the spirit and teaching of Jesus, it
should be examined further. 

3. The Worshiping Fellowship:
Friends insist that group wisdom is needed. For this reason a meeting
for business begins with worship and continues in a spirit of worship.
The ideal is finding unity in truth as revealed by the Holy Spirit. 



Historically, FUM’s work in Belize focused primarily on providing a second-
chance education option for urban at-risk youth on the verge of failing within

their school system. Founded by Sadie Vernon in 1994, the Belize Friends School
gives boys and girls the encouragement, tools and instruction needed to

succeed, all within a loving, Christian environment. Now under the leadership of
Belizean educators, the school continues to impact the lives of students and

their families. 

More recently, a new and expanded vision for Belize has emerged and begun to
bear good fruit. A large new facility allows for the growth of the school and the

launch of new types of community-based ministries. With a church planting
pastor now on-site, a multi-generational worshiping community of Christ-
followers is starting to flourish and consider how they are being called to

minister within the Southside of Belize City. Programs for teaching peace and
conflict resolution, literacy education for adults, and police-community

mediation are increasingly integral to the mission presence of Friends in Belize.

To see the most recent update on Belize CLICK HERE.

Meet our Missions
Belize  

https://www.friendsunitedmeeting.org/news/belize-friends-ministries-and-a-year-of-transition


Quaker Query ...for August 

Hello from your FCNC Comm-Tech Committee!
Many members within FCNC are still unaware that we have a newsletter!
The best way for Friends to stay up to date and aware of news & events is to get connected.
There are 3 great ways to do that:

1) subscribe to Bearing Fruit (click HERE)
2) follow FCNC's Facebook Page (click HERE) 
3) join FCNC's Facebook group (click HERE)
 
Social Media isn't for everyone, and we completely understand, so that's where "Bearing Fruit" is a great option.
But what about those in our Meetings who still haven't heard about or seen the newsletter?
That's where YOU come in! 
Pastors, announce to your congregations on Sundays.
Friends, ask your friends if they've seen the newsletter.
Committee leaders, consider printing off copies to hand out to those who are less likely to use technology.
Together, we can get the word out! Thank you for your help

Social Media
Comm-Tech Committee Statement

jenny@friendschurchnc.org
Click here to send me an e-mail

What is a "Quaker Query"?
Quakers use the term Query to refer to a question or series of questions

used for reflection and in spiritual exercises. Friends have used Queries as
tools for offering spiritual challenges to the community for much of their

history.

Consider this...
-How does our meeting join with other local faith communities in

worship, in spiritual dialogue and in social action?

-What does our meeting do to support and improve public education?

-Do I fulfill my civic responsibilities when they do not conflict with
divine leading?

https://www.friendschurchnc.org/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsChurchNC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2092053490824258
mailto:jenny@friendschurchnc.org


Visit to Nahunta Friends Meeting

RECAPRECAP

As Superintendent, Mike Wall visited with Nahunta Friends near Goldsboro to discuss their
possible joining with FCNC. This is the group that gathered to talk. It was a great

experience!



Archdale Friends 100 year Celebration
CONGRATULATIONS to Archdale Friends

Meeting



Southern Quarter Revival
Mike Wall attended Southern Quarter Revival at Bethel Friends.
Monday night, July 8th Randy Quate preached. 
Ray Luther, pastor, Marlboro presided:


